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Musings with F ather Joe
by Joe Running

In the conclusion of Matthew’s gospel, the dis-
ciples go into the mountains of Galilee to meet 
with Jesus.  Jesus instructs them to go into the 
world making disciples by baptizing and teach-
ing his gospel.  This they did and the church 
grew and prospered until today we find Christi-
anity throughout the world, but with many differ-
ent expressions of Christian faith in multiple de-
nominations and with many viewpoints about 
Jesus and his teachings.  In his day, Jesus 
caused controversy and conflicted with the 
ways of the world.  That hasn’t changed, as we 
can see from the proliferation of different 
churches and Christian viewpoints of what Je-
sus said and what he meant.

I have always wondered at the strongly held 
views people have about the things we do in 
church each Sunday.  Change is very unsettling 
to some.  I am reminded of a story told by a 
clergy friend who talked about his first parish.  
There was something in the altar area (senior 
moment-can’t remember what it was) that he 
wanted to move, but when he suggested it there 
was a great hue and cry against doing so.  His 
solution was to move this object, one inch each 
week, until after a year, it was where he wanted 
it.  And no one could remember that it had ever 
been anywhere else.

That seems to be where we are with scripture - 
resistant to coming to understand it in our day.  
“This is what I learned when I was younger and 
I don’t want to learn anything else.”  Each of us 

has our own way of viewing the Bible and how 
to understand it.  A significant part of the contro-
versy within the Episcopal Church today is cen-
tered on this issue.  There are those who firmly 
believe that the Bible is the inerrant word of God 
which cannot be changed.  This might be ex-
pressed as “The Bible said it and that’s the way 
it is.”  The other extreme would probably be a 
view that the Bible is a good book and tells 
some great stories, yet may not be so relevant 
in our world today.  Both extremes say a lot and 
argue a lot but no one on either side seems to 
be listening.

The Anglican Way of approaching things has 
always been centered on wonder and question-
ing.  Richard Hooker, the greatest of Anglican 
theologians, used the image of the three legged 
stool to describe the underpinning of Anglican 
Theology.  The three legs are scripture, tradition 
and reason.  Without one of the legs the stool 
falls over.  Making one of the three greater than 
the others would make the stool unbalanced.  
Another way of describing what Hooker was 
talking about is that we must hold all three as 
equally important.  God gave us a brain with 
which to reason and question.  Theology (the 
study of God) enlightens us as we seek the con-
tinuing revelation of God to us in our day 
through our study of scripture, tradition and rea-
son.  Anglicans accept that through our en-
gagement with these three legs of the Anglican 
stool, we will come to new understandings of 
God’s continuing revelation for us in our time.
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That sounds like just the thing theologians and 
clergy are supposed to do, right?  Yet our 
church teaches that we as individuals are also 
to be involved in life long learning - constant 
engagement with scripture and tradition and 
reason.  Things which we learned when we 
were younger have with time become newly re-
vealed and newly understood by the church.  
What we said or did or understood then, God 
changes through continuing revelation.  Jesus’ 
gospel message continues to nudge us forward 
an inch at a time.  It makes some uncomfortable 
and resistant.  It makes some want to leap with 
joy.  In this time of controversy (and when was 
that not true of the Church), we must remember 
that this is God’s Church.  We are not called to 
squabble and separate, but to come together to 
carry on Christ’s commission of baptizing and 
teaching his gospel.  We don’t always agree, 
but we are called to stay together as we move 
forward into the future.
______________________________________
______________________________________

BISHOP MOODY TO VISIT

May seems a long way of, but time has a way of 
catching up with us.  On May 13, Bishop Moody 
will make his final visit to our parish before his 
retirement in September.  A bishops visit is a 
special time of celebration.  It is also a time for 
baptisms, confirmations, receptions and re-
newal of baptismal vows.  We currently have 
several people who will be confirmed or re-
ceived into the church.  If you or a member of 
your family are interested in participating in any 
of these sacraments, please contact Fr.  Joe as 
soon as possible. 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

SCHEDULE FOR EASTER SERVICES

Palm Sunday, April 1 - 9:30 a.m.
Tenebrae, Wed, April 4 - 7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 5 - 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 6 - Stations of the Cross - 
6:00 p.m.

 Good Friday Liturgy - 7:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 7 - 9:45 a.m.
Great Vigil of Easter, April 8 - 6:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday, April 8 - 9:30 a.m.
________________________________
________________________________

Seek and you shall find. Study the Holy 
Scriptures with a prayerful mind and an 
open heart. 

LECTIONARY FOR MARCH from the Re-
vised Common Lectionary

March 4   Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27: 
Philippians 3:17 - 4:1: Luke 13:31-35


March 7  (Wed) Perpetual and her companions

 
 Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalm 34:1-8;            
Matthew 24:9-14

March 11  Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Cor-
inthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9

 Mar 14 (Wed) Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 5-9; 
Psalm 78:1-6; Matthew 5:17-19

March 18  Joshua5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 
Corinthians5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 21  (Wed) Thomas Ken - Philippians 
4:4-9; Psalm 34:1-8; Luke 6:17-23

March 25  Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philip-
pians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8

March 26 (Mon) Annunciation of Our Lord Je-
sus Christ
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm45;  Hebrews 10:4-10; 
Luke 1:26-38
March 28 (Wed) Daniel 3:14-20, 
24-28;        Canticle13; John 8:31-42
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Laughter
good for the soul

Religious Bear
In the m iddle of a f orest the re was a 
hunter w ho was suddenly confr onted by 
a huge mean bear.
In h is f ear, all at t empts t o shoot the 
bear we re unsuccessful. 
Finally, he tu rned and ran as f ast a s he 
could. The hunter r an and ran and ran, 
unt il he en ded up at the e dge of a 
very steep clif f. His hopes were dim. 
Seeing no way out of h is predicament, 
and with bea r c losing in r athe r qui ckly, 
the hu nter g ot do wn on his knees, 
opened his ar ms, and exclaimed, 
Ò Dear God! Please give th is bear some 
religion!Ó 

The skies darkened and the re was 
lightn ing in the air . Just a f ew f eet 
short of the hu nter, the bea r c ame t o 
an abrupt s t op, and glanced around, 
somewhat c onfused.

Suddenly, the bea r l ooked up int o the 
sky and said, ÒThank you, God f or the 

food I am a bout t o receive...Ó                          

REMINDERS

DonÕt f orget the so up suppers and 
Lenten program every Wednesday n ight  
dur ing Lent f ollowing the 5: 30 ser vice. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
BEGINS SOON


Daylight Savings Time will come earlier this 
year. Since 1966, most of the United States has 
observed Daylight Saving Time from at 2:00 
a.m. on the first Sunday of April to 2:00 a.m. on 
the last Sunday of October.  This was done to 
provide more daylight in the afternoon and to 
hopefully conserve energy.

Beginning in this year, Daylight Saving Time will 
begin at 2:00 a.m. on the second Sunday in 
March and revert to standard time on the first 
Sunday in November. This means you will need 
to move your clocks forward one hour beginning 
at 2:00 a.m. on March 11.  Now would be a 
good time to mark this on your calendar.
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          Pray without Ceasing

Pray for the needs of our church 
and our world. Pr ay for:

Ann, Ed, Darrell, R oger , Mildred, 
Dentous, L ynn, Jim R. , Alex, Jami, 
Tori, Lucy , Sam, Bett y, Sue, James, 
B. J., Jean, Alen, P aula, Priscilla, 
Kath y, Helen, Allan, Nellie, John, 
Jerry , Linda, Louise, T erri, K athrynÕs 
parents, Allison, Glenda, Ola, Jeff , 
Bonnie, K at y Gr ace

If you have anything to submit to the newsletter, 
please email by the 15th of each month to                
dillonkarlasue@yahoo.com

All Saints Episcopal Church 
809 Cedar
Duncan, OK 73533
580-255-6165
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